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Abstract

The main objectives of this research were to conduct an analysis on
flow of discourse development and an assessment on social effects of policies
on Maesod special economic zone. This mixed methods research collected and
analyzed information relevant to research methods. Meantime, document
research and in-depth interview were used in the qualitative research. And,
the interpretation was employed for data analysis. For quantitative research,
the questionnaire was applied for gathering information. The computer
programs were adopted for data analysis. All information was applied for

critical discourse analysis based on concepts of Norman Fairclough.

The findings indicated that policies on Maesod special border
economic zone were development policies of government that focusing on
border area for the purpose of promoting values on industrial sector and
border trade. The levels of knowledge and comprehension were moderate.
For study on factors affecting social and cultural changes with an application
of structural equation model, it was found that the model was associated

with empirical data at good level 4df =127= 439.993, p-value< .000,

CMIN/df =2.756, RMSEA =.067, RMR =.013, NFI =.981 , CFI =.988 , AGFI =
.804 and GFI = .950). The forecast model of social effects caused by policies

was 54 percent (R2 = 0.54), direct effects of variables were effects to
population structure in communities (DE = 0.42) and effects at individual and
family levels DE = 0.20), while other variables were indirect effects. The

monitoring evaluation results of social effects toward community, it showed
that polices affected the population structure most. Top three social and
cultural effects and changes caused by policies included community conflicts,
an increase of substandard factories and pollution, dust and road accidents.
In addition, policies on Mae Sod special border economic zone was considered
as discourse technique on government development for developing border

area orderly. The policies were officially published in the Regulations of the
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Office of Prime Minister on Special Economic Development Zone B.E. 2556
(2013). Subsequently, it was changed to Tak economic development zone by
virtue of special power under Section 44 of the interim constitution. The
result of change formed two sets of text which was a reproduction of
discourse identity. The incumbent government proposed order of discourse
through the television program called “Returning Happiness to the People”
with aims to emphasize its discourse constantly through proposal mechanism
of potential benefits. The results of policy changes affected discursive
practices leading to more concrete repulsion and eventually caused several
forms of social and cultural reactions toward discourse including agreement,

promotion, recognition, adjustment, negotiation, disobedience and resistance.
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