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Abstract

This research examined the methods and outcomes of the national election under
the new constitution in Ubon Ratchathani. The research has four objectives; (1) to examine the
voters’ attitudes, emotions, and trends of decision-making by comparing the situation before and
after the election, with the use of polls; (2) to examine the relations of the voters’ behaviors in
employing resources especially their expenses with the strategy of the budget planning in running
the national election campaign of the members of the parliament (MPs) in Ubon Ratchathani ;
(8) to understand the changes of the political alliance of the candidates and the changes of political
party switching of the former MPs and the relations of these changes with the results of the election;
(4) to examine the factors affecting political decision making and the effects of the election under

the 2017 Constitution in Ubon Ratchathani.

The scope of time in this research covers the period from 1 October 2018 until
30 September 2019, which included a period before the Royal Decree for the 2019 General
Election was issued, through the election, until several months after the Election Commission
endorsed the election results for Ubon Ratchathani. The methodology is qualitative, drawing on
data gather through interviews, participant observation, and document analysis from the media

and other relevant channels. The study revealed the following findings.

1) Attitude is the concept used to measure emotion and trends of decision-making in the
voting. Polls were used to explore the election by comparing the pre-election and post-election

situations with the actual voting on election day. Then, the results were analyzed.

Before the election, polling was used to examine the attitudes, emotions and trends
of decision-making and compare with the actual score. Data were collected from 14 February to
17 March 2019 in the province’s ten constituencies. The accuracy of the survey was approximately

70 percent.
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In other words, regarding the attitudes and trends of decision-making before the election
day (one to six weeks before the election day), comparing the time before the election and the
scores, there were changes in only three of the ten constituencies. Therefore, it was interpreted
that the candidates’ various campaign activities (legal and illegal according the election law) had
impacts on people’s decision-making and voting behavior in some areas of Ubon Ratchathani.

Yet, these people were considered the minority.

2) The budget spent for the election of MPs in Ubon Ratchathani is worth mentioning.
It was monitored by the Election Commission (EC) of Ubon Ratchathani. However, only the details
concerning budgets of candidates from political parties that were expected to win the election could
be found, ; such as the candidates from Pheu Thai Party, Palang Pracharath Party, the Democrat
Party, Future Forward Party, and Bhumjaithai Party, and illegal expenses without documented

proof were not included or confirmed by the EC.

The total budget of the candidates from Pheu Thai Party was 10,313,914.40 baht.
On average, each candidate of the party spent 1,031,391.44 Baht. Worasit Kantinan in

Constituency 1 spent the most money, which was 1,264,562.07 Baht. He was elected as an MP.

The total budget of the candidates from Palang Pracharath Party was 9,976,017.49 Baht.
On average, each candidate spent 997,501.75 Baht. Prajak Saengkham in Constituency 10 spent

the most money, which was 1,316,972.55 Baht, but he was not elected as an MP.

The total budget of the candidates from the Democrat Party was 6,279,476 Baht.
On average, each candidate spent 627,948 Baht. Wuttipong Nambutr in Constituency 2 spent

the most money, which was 1,320,000 Baht, and he was elected as an MP.

The total budget of the candidates from Future Forward Party was 7,076,256.45 Baht.
On average, each candidate spent 707,625 Baht. Sathaphon Siyaem in Constituency 3 spent the

most money, which was 1,386,840.60 Baht. He was not elected as an MP.

The total budget of the candidates from Bhumjaithai Party was 6,477,480.40 Baht.
On average, each candidate spent 647,749.04 Baht. Saeng Sibura in Constituency 8 spent the
most, which was 1,051,389.64 Baht, but he was not elected as an MP.

3) With regard to the changes of the political alliance and party-switching by former

MPs, it was found that none of the candidates who moved from Pheu Thai Party to Palang
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Pracharath Party was elected as MPs; such candidates included Yotakan Fongngam (daughter
of Suphon Fongngam, the former secretary-general of Pheu Thai Party), Cherdsak Phokkunlanon
(son of Adisak Phokunlanon. a former Pheu Thai Party List MP), and Sutthichai Charunnet
(a former Pheu Thai MP in 2011).

4) The following factors influenced Ubon Ratchathani voters’ decisions during
the general election under the 2017 Constitution. (1) candidates’ political party affiliation, policy,
political ideology (pro- or anti-General Prayut Chan-o-cha); (2) the money spent on vote-buying;

(3) the individual condition of the candidates.
4.1) Political party

With the use of polls, the data on the voters’ behavior was collected in ten
constituencies. It indicated that the major factor was the voters who liked Palang Pracharath Party
in Ubon Ratchathani tended to be the elderly. They wanted peace and received the money from
the campaign of the social welfare card. They expected that the party would help them repay their
debts and reclaim their land. In the meantime, most working age or middle-age voters preferred
Pheu Thai Party because they were confident in the economic policy and hoped that it would boost
the grassroots economic situation. Supporters also hoped the party would eliminate problems of
drugs in their communities. In addition, most people did not like the military dictatorship. It was
believed that this dictatorship was the reason for the bad economic situation. There was lack of

financial liquidity; people did not have enough to spend and were indebted.

Meanwhile, new voters that include teenagers and those at their early twenties are worth
mentioning. They were students who belonged to the young generation and liked Future Forward

Party as they wished to see political changes in the country.

The scores of the MPs from Future Forward Party in many constituencies were ranked
in the third order. They were obviously above Bhumijaithai Party, Democrat Party and many other
parties. Those constituencies were 1, 3, 5, 6 and 7 and this was considered a new phenomenon.
In other words, although the candidates from the Future Forward Party were less known or even
unknown as they never set foot in the actual areas before, and although they never bought votes,
the voters still voted for them. It was because they liked the leader of the party, Thanathorn
Juangroongruangkit. The policies were innovative and challenged the existing regime. The message

was effectively conveyed to the targeted group through many media channels.
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4.2) Vote-buying

This research found that in the 24 March 2019 general election, vote-buying was not
a necessary or sufficient condition (NSC) to gain victory in Ubon Ratchathani. As a matter of fact,
in this election, vote-buying was still interpreted as necessary and commonly known to be practised
by a group of political party in most areas in Ubon Ratchathani (carpet bomb was the metaphor

used to describe their vote-buying). The average budget was 200-500 baht per head.

In other areas, however, the strategy of sandwich vote-buying was found. This meant
that if the targeted person does not like the first party, he/she can choose another party that was
allied with the first, because he/she likes the candidate very much no matter what political party
that very candidate represents. Canvassers were responsible for distributing money in villages at
to the homes of the targets or by setting an appointment for making payment somewhere else.
Sometimes, the cash was paid at the time of both the small or grand stage of the party’s campaign
speech in Ubon Ratchathani. However, it was found that more money was paid before the final
stage on 23 March 2019 which was one day before election day (in some areas, vote-buying
happened more than once). That day was considered the grand stage. The overall results were
that those who bought votes did not win the election. However, they could gain significant votes
to support their party in the party list calculation at the national level. It must be noted that those
who bought votes could not win the constituency elections in most areas, in which one-election

cards are employed, in Ubon Ratchathani.

According to the interview with the winning politicians, the candidates who lost, and
canvassers who took part in the campaign, it was confirmed that in Ubon Ratchathani vote-buying
had less impact in this election than it had in the past. The sample groups provided analytical

insight that money for vote-buying mattered for only 10-20 percent.
4.3) The individual conditions of the candidates

According to interviews with both winning and losing politicians, the individual person
was another important factor and when candidates went to the field, it was a major variable that
contributed to their victory. According to the information from the field, when the political campaigns
for the 2019 election were run by the MPs in Ubon Ratchathani, injustice was observed in some

constituencies. For example, some bureaucratic units did not facilitate some political parties in
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using their buildings. Sometimes, the permission to employ the building for political speeches was
withdrawn. Some local administrations helped only some candidates from some political parties
for their campaigns. In addition, there were times when the state officers such as the policemen
and military officers sought the houses of the canvassers in Constituencies 5 and 7 between

20 and 21 March 2019.

The key recommendations from the research with regard to the methods, strategies,
and effects of the election under the new constitution in Ubon Ratchathani are that there were
limitations in setting the plan for the budget, and designing the forms and the methods to look
for resources in running the political campaigns. The forms and methods over the report on the
situation before the election day were not in line with what actually happened in different areas.
The cost of travel was also different. That resulted in the attempts to falsify documents so that

incorrect and hence illegal concerning spending would not be found.

Finally, what has just been mentioned will be the obstacles and hence hinder the chances
of candidates who run political campaigns. These things would further be obstacles for voters
who want to express their desires to the candidates. More channels to exchange data with the
people in every area should be facilitated. The voters can compare and contrast information with

different areas to make their decisions in the election. This is necessary for a democratic election.

Other recommendations are that the people would like to have the two ballots as there
used to be. The first one would be to elect the MP in the constituency and the second for the
political party. This allows the people to elect their representatives and their preferred political party.
The voters could possibly vote for their preferred candidate and at the same time vote another
party to form the government. Another recommendation is to allow the people and the political
parties’ representatives to monitor the performance of the Provincial Election Commission, as the

election is held. Every step would be aired through the internet channel.
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