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Executive Summary

This work presents the results of a qualitative research study undertaken with the

following objectives.

1) To study the change in political power, party switching, and factors that influence political

decision-making, as well as to analyze the election outcome that happen in Sakeaw Province.
2) To study the behavior of how parties spend their funds on their campaigns.

3) To study the influence, relationships, and roles of non-governmental organizations as

stakeholders in the election and political movements.

4) To study the environmental factors that influence people’s political behavior and political
groups, by means of data gathered through in-depth interviews with informants by purposive
sampling and divided into four groups:

4.1) candidates;
4.2) non-governmental organizations, which are the stakeholders in election groups;

4.3) representatives from political institutions (civil service and the security affairs

section);

4.4) people.
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Conclusion

1. Sakeaw Province has shown a political phenomenon of party switching and change
in political power. In Sakaew Province, the Thienthong family is a well-known political family that
has built power and political prestige for a long time. Mr. Thanit Thienthong and Miss Treenuch
Thienthong are the nephew and niece of veteran political figure Sanoh Thienthong, and have always
worked for their uncle and in the past were to parliament as Pheu Thai Party representatives in
Sakaew Province. The Palang Pracharat Party, created to be the electoral vehicle to succeed
the National Council for Peace and Order, recruited many former politicians including Mr. Thanit
and Miss Treenuch. Their decision to join Palang Pracharat caused significant problems between
people in the Thienthong family. One factor in their decision is that they thought the new party had
tremendous power and would form the next government, so Mr. Thanit and Miss Treecuh joined
to defend their interests by retaining their political benefits in Sakeaw as MPs of the government
party and to protect their own business benefits. The election outcome showed that in Sakeaw
Province, Constituency 1, Mr. Thanit Thienthong, running under Palang Pracharath Party after
switching from Pheu Thai Party, won the constituency with the highest vote total, followed by
Mr. Sonthidate Thienthong, another nephew of Sanoh, who ran under Pheu Thai Party.
In Constituency 2, former Pheu Thai Party MP Miss Treenuch Thienthong, who ran under Palang
Pracharath Party, won the election, followed by Pol. Col. Payap Thongcheun, a former senator

for Sakeaw who is close to Sanoh.

For Constituency 3, the election was won by the Palang Pracharath Party candidate
Mr. Surasak Chingnawan. Mr. Surasak is a contractor and executive of Dej Thai Market
(Rong Klua Market), and is a former member and vice chairman of the Aranyaprathet Sub-district
municipal council as well as a former member of Sakeaw PAO Council. Former MP for the area
Mr. Sorawong Thienthong, son of Sanoh and candidate for Phue Thai Party, got the second-
highest number of votes. Therefore, Palang Pracharath took all three constituencies of Sakeaw
Province while Pheu Thai Party, supported by the elder figure of the province’s dominant political
family, took second place. Then we can conclude that obviously, there was change in political

power in Sakeaw.
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2. Financial behavior for this general election can be divided into two parts:
An allowance from the party and using their candidates’ budget. We found that new parties with
first-time candidates receive an allowance budget from the Election Commission. These allowances
are not enough to run their campaigns so the candidates need to spend their own money on
their canvassing teams. Meanwhile, well-known parties that have enough money will be allocated
more than the small parties, although the amounts still are not enough to cover all their expenses.
Candidates must spend money needs on such things as administrative expenses, payment to
canvassers. In conclusion, even though candidates are allocated a budget by their parties, they also
need to prepare their own money beforehand. The most important factor of running the campaign
is budget for electioneering, so the candidates must be ready to spend their own money in order
to increase their popularity, and eventually get the seat in parliament. One more interesting factor
about budgets in this general election is that they were carefully spent and strictly organized.
Candidates try harder to follow the ECT’s rules and avoid doing anything illegally. Electioneering
techniques in support of campaigns, for example erecting banners and distributing t-shirts, caps,
posters, and leaflets had to be controlled and done in accordance with ECT rules. Parties that
had their own centers to take care of electioneering techniques were better able to follow the
rules. The ECT Sakeaw focused more on electronic campaigns. The ECT Sakeaw has system
to check and get the report about election fraud and buying votes. Most reported cases of rule
violations were about the candidates who had joined in people’s ceremonies, but there was no
evidence of vote-buying. Through interviews, it was discovered that most of the reported cases
were the candidates paying for transporting people to join and listen to their speeches. From the
public’s perspective, they think that spending for this election may not abide by the laws because
the election laws are too complicated to understand, but they also think it does not matter to

them because they only focus on parties’ policies, the electioneering techniques, and canvassers.

3. Private sector organizations, which are stakeholders in the election in Sakeaw area,
have no policies about supporting parties or groups of parties specifically. They never show their
relationship between politicians directly.Since, the election and stakeholders of electional roles
has a different direction, and they have never been supported each other. Especially when there
is political polarization change they cannot choose or show their support directly. This situation
ensures theirs cannot choose which side they want to support. These organizations allow their

people to choose political sides freely and never control their members at all. Through interviews,

AsANUIADIULAZDUTHINVANSLTDVLA: W ANSSUNISLEDNAY auIBNaNIPUNUSIYANS 2562 YUHIOJS:UND
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we found that these organizations tend to support politicians, preferably local people, who work
closely with the people in the area. Private sector organizations support politicians who provide
assistance when local people come seeking help with their problems. We also have found that
organizations are prepared to support politicians who share similar interests, and local people,
working closer with them and regularly supporting their activities. The local politicians must live
in Sakeaw and know people’s problems in this area. If they only work here but have never lived
here, then people cannot reach them, which means they do not work closely with the people.
These private sector organizations have only focused on benefits of Sakeaw so the relationships
between private sector, which are stakeholders in the election in Sakeaw, and politicians have
not shown direct electioneering support. Private sector groups will support political groups or
politicians who can give benefits to them as Sakeaw has a trade border that needs to be peaceful
and stable in order to create trade and investment advantages for the area. As Sakeaw is
an agricultural province, they will support the politicians who have policies that benefit farmers,
and do not need politicians who just give speeches with their heads in the clouds. As Sakeaw
is a developing province, and therefore needs someone who is practical, reachable, and never
abandons the people. They also support the candidates who have beneficial ideas and work with

government in order to get the budget for developing and supporting their provinces.

4. Political behavior of people who live in Sakeaw Province is usually shown to be the
same way as that of people elsewhere around the country. National factors and political factors in
this area are the keys to success. The people are interested in both national and provincial politics.
It can be seen that national politics affects the way of life for people who live here because
Sakeaw is located in a border trading zone. Political stability is an important factor for confidence
of traders and investment of entrepreneurs. The people also focus on local politics because the
province is home to Burapha Command and barracks, which connect to the National Council for
Peace and Order (NCPO), and political polarization has been changing the group of ascendant
politicians who control Sakeaw for a long time. People think this change could have an effect on
the political direction and their social system, which has been controlled by the ascendant family
in Sakeaw. When the royal decree for a general election was issued, it drew the attention of the
public. People here think that other political groups should be elected. The following are related

factors we have studied;
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1. Factors from the then-current political situation in Thailand, which was governed
by the National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO) under a cabinet composed
mostly of soldiers. At the beginning, Thais accepted the NCPO because they
thought it would be good and peaceful for the country. As time passed by, they
tended to get tired of the government’s management processes, which seemed
unsuccessful, for instance, problems of economic management, and depressed
agriculture and production. This dissatisfaction drove the urgent need for a general

election.

2. The change in political polarization in the group of ascendant politicians called
“Ban-Yai Sakeaw” who have controlled Sakeaw for ages.There is one political
family that has worked for Sakeaw from generation to generation. Sakeaw has three
seats in the House of Representatives, and all three are usually won by members
of this family. In the last general election, however, two members separated
themselves from their uncle’s party and worked with the opposition party. Clearly,
the problems between opponents draw attention from local people and make them

show more interest in the political process.

3. Election law factors are related to the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand
No. 20 and the Organic Law on Political Parties. New laws concerning elections
were established, for instance there would be a single ballot that would count as
a vote for both for the MP and the party; consequently, if a party does not have
an eligible candidate in a constituency, people there cannot vote for that party.
The single ballot also confused people, and some did not even know that there

was only one ballot paper.

4, Change is needed regarding the general election factors. Obviously, people in
Sakeaw really want to see and change the way of politics here. The political
power in Sakeaw has been monopolized by one group. The policies from the
group called “young blood” meet people’s need more than populist policies. Local
people also agree to that political polarization is changing, because they usually
vote for individual politicians, not the party. Local people need a person who is
easily reachable and will always be there when they have problems. Even though

these individual politicians may switch parties, the people will still vote for them.
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Recommendations

1. Recommendations for applying the research

Problems and obstacles related to the constitution and political laws have been researched

intensively, including restrictions made by government, as well as people’s political behavior.

The recommendations are as follow.

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

The Election Commission, departments working under their orders, and
related departments must publicize and advertise election details to the
public. These agencies may unite with other government agencies and
educational institutions. Communication channels must be fast and accessible.
Announcement of election results and the certification of election results must

be done clearly. This would show justice under a democratic system.

Political institutions, both the civil service and security affairs section, take part
in driving and supporting the election. They need to retain their independence
and neutrality in all political respects. Therefore, their intension must be clarified
to the public clearly so the public can understand and acknowledge that these
agencies work freely and never support any of the parties. Their mission is

to create the right knowledge, and attitude for general elections.

In this general election, there were newcomer candidates, new politicians,
new parties, and former MPs. They had their own political ideology, so we
must retain democratic ideologies strictly in any circumstance. Wrong political
culture, adversely affecting the country should not be tolerated. People’s

benefits must be prioritized and the information must be shared properly.

There has been a lot of political awareness for this general election, since there
are many factors that have changed. This influences people’s conceptions
and attitudes, thus the public needs to follow precise news and information
from the government agencies. To study politicians’ policies and comparing

pros and cons, will also help public decision making.
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2. Recommendations of future research

2.1 After conducting the research, we found that laws and rules enforced for
this general election were used to support the election under the control
of a Coup d’Etat Committee. Evidently, there was no participation from
the public for which details are needed to be reviewed in many aspects.
The criteria, processes and procedures are transformed and applied for the
public afterwards. These cause various obstacles when they are followed
by critics who understand all of the process. Thereby, awareness and

requirements need to be further researched.

2.2 The background of politics in Sakeaw has had a prestigious family who have
controlled this area for so long that it connects to both local and national
politics directly. Until then the new constitution that has been set up and used
there is changing of political polarization has immense effects to the politics
and election in Sakeaw. Bastions of the political families has changed since
then. Looking to the future power bases, structural relationship on politics
family and other circumstances that happened after the general election 2019

should be researched.
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